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~ Sacre Blew

tis aBn moH mnoﬂwﬁ. mﬂ»mB of anti] mngow propaganda in the
American press, stemming from French opposition to war with
Irag. We act as if the French position is the mindless reaction of
a wild-eyed, FEN anti-American government. But French President

Jacques Chirac is as Americafriendly a Frerichman as they comie. -

He speaks respectable English and shares the same conservative

« wommoﬁ.gmmbns on most matters as George W. Bush.

Nor is this a cultural matter. During the 1980s, when this coun-
try’s foreign policy sanctioned all kinds of questionable foreign
adventures jn Central America and elsewhere, the French public
was positively enamored of Ronald Reagan, and being an American
in France was never more popular. -

The fact is, the French are long-time m&EHoE of this aoE;Q
and Americans as a people. They have a deep, abiding gratitude for -

" the American mmodmon of 1944. wzﬁ we- all know as well that were it
" not for the French at Yorktown in 1781, we might msm be an mbm:wr

colony. This is not about repaying favors.

The French have a long sense of Emﬁog and one o», Eo most
frustrating things they, and the- rest of the- éoHE feel about
Americans is that our sense of the past EEE doesn’t extend
beyond the last -Super Bowl. And our ignorance of other cultures,
French and otherwise, is equally appalling:

‘The French are an easy target. We make jokes about the French

military. We mm:on them ungrateful in 1966, when am Gaulle ordered .~

" NATO out of the country. We get our undies all in a cgow over Ea

French every time they express a little Eaaugagoo. We huff: sec-
ond rate power, political has-beens, cultural muocm rude garlic-eaters

,é:o cheat on their spouses and oonmsBa H.m&\ foods yet m§~ slim.-

This last thing we hate ‘them for the Boﬁ :

If we S%noﬁma the Q.onor we wouldn't have sent them as our 3
mBgmmmmoH billionaire moﬂﬁm Leach, who does not mcgw French . .
and whose only acm__mowﬁoa for the office are mﬁ EE&.o% of
Eocmmb% of mo:ma he has mEnb to the Wnuugomn wﬁd\ Ea 8 Ea ..
campaigns of both Bush Eomaga

The issue isn’t French policy. France is Ewﬁ a %B‘coy H:oH o:a mdm.
tration with the fact that so little of the world supports what we are
about to do. This is about us ‘divorcing ourselves from the.world, about.
American arrogance and America thumbing its nose at the rest of the
world. And it is about an honest disagreement over the need for éﬁ.

"America stands nearly alone against Irag—except. for countries
we've bought off, like the: “Turks—because from the moment this
administration took office, it has waved its middle finger at the world .

- at every opportunity. Now, suddenly, we want friends? .

So now we are cowooﬁum French SEmm We’'ll show those %SE

, frogs, O& ‘with the fois gras, Mabel! No more French fries Qoamna
-that they are wo_m_mb in erigin), we'll 8: them mﬁo&oB fries. -

QEES a break.
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